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ISY 92, The International Space Year 1992, is a global event that marks the 35th anniversary of 
the International Geophysical Year which ushered in the Space Age. It is also the 500th 
anniversary of the discovery of America by Columbus. The planning for ISY 92 was initiated in 
the summer of 1987 by an assembly of Pacific Rim Countries that met in Hawaii, but the 
participation has since expanded to include all the Earth's nations that are involved in major 
space activities. At that time, Dr. Russell Drew, past President of the IEEE, chaired a working 
group composed of Professional Societies.
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